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OpenSocial is a set of common APIs for building social applications on the web.
Common APIs mean that developers only have to learn once in order to start building social applications 
for multiple websites, and any website will be able to implement OpenSocial and host social applications.  
OpenSocial will bring more powerful and pervasive social capabilities to the web because developers will 
be able to develop and distribute their applications more easily.  Users will be able to enjoy new social 
features faster and in more of the websites, web applications, and social networks they use. 

Benefits for Developers:
• A new, broad distribution network for developers – i.e., all OpenSocial-enabled websites
• Learn once, write anywhere 
• Standards-based – HTML and JavaScript

• Faster development – more features, more quickly
• Can engage a much larger pool of third party developers than they could without a standard set of APIs
• Can devote their resources to strategic projects rather than extensive API and developer support

Benefits for Web sites:

Developers have to make tough choices between many 
different APIs.

OpenSocial enables developers to learn a single set of 
APIs and write applications that work in multiple 
places – minimizing work and maximizing distribution.
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